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To my Worthy and 
Loving Friends, the Pariſhi- 
oners of St, Helens. © 


Genddematty ii vim hid oa 
"F Heartily \ bleſs Almighty. God for 
© rhat Station. mhith, by lits Prov - 
dence, I have amongſt you , where 1 
have n0 need to rack, my Invention to 
fludy Arguments of Perſmaſion, but 44- 
ther proper terms of Praiſe : you gene- 
rally doing of your duty, without giving 
me time or opportunity as your Miniſter, 
to recommend it to yore. 

This laſt AA of yours which occaſton- 
ed this enſuing diſcourſe, which is now 
humbly preſented to you, will, I doubt 
not, make 'you famous and eminent for 
your Piety and Zeal, throughout this 
great and populous City. | 

That 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


That ſuch a ſmall number of Perſons 
(as you are) ſhould repair ſuch an old, 
large, decay d Church, at your own pro- 
per coft and charges, without aſſiſtance 
from the .Pablick, muſt needs redound 
mach unto your honour in the Eyes of 
your fellow-Citizens. : 

God Almighty grant, that this, and 
all your other Works of Charity and 
Religion, (which are many) may be re- 
warded ax hundred fold in this World, 
and in the World to come with Eternal 
Life. 

This is> and ſhall be, the daily and | 
hearty Prayer of © 


Gentlemen, | 


Your unworthy, 


But moſt Faithful Miniſter, 
; and Servant, 


Tho. Wills. 


1 Chron. XXII 5. 


The houſe that is to be builded 
for the Lord muſt be exceed. 
ins Magnifical, of Fame and 
of Glory througbout all Coun- 
tries. 


Eaſon 1s the diſtinctive Cha- 
J_ racter of Man, and Rcligion 
1s his Crown and Glory. Religion 
(which 1s the Holv Worſhip of God) 
is the great-ead of man's Life and 
Being in che world. By Religion it 
is, that man gives to God that Glo- 
ry and Honour which is due to his 
great Name. Now God 1s a Being infi- 
nite in all Exccllencies andPerfectionss 
and by a hearty acknowledgment of 
his mince Exccjlencics, man gives 
Þ Honour 
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Honour to God. But then this ac- 
knowledgment muſt be manifeſted 
by agreeable Actions. God hath gi- 
ven man a body and a ſoul, and he 
ought to be, and will be honour'd 
by both. Man rightly honours God 
by an internal eltimarion of his ex- 
cellencies, demonſtrated by his ex- 
ternal Actions, And amonegitthelc 
actions ſure not any more tends to 
the divine honour, than the having 
of a houſe erected to the Lord, cſ- 
pecially ſuch a houſe, as by its am- 
plitude , fptendor, and beauty, may 
be a viſible demonſtration of a very 
bigh eſteem of God ; and ſuch was 
the delign of holy David, here men- 
tioned in my Text, for the houſe to 
be built by his Son Solomon. The 
houſe that is to be builded, 8c. 
Here in theſe words we have; 

1. Mention made of -a houſe to 
be built for the Lord > z. e- for the 
name, the honour and ſeryicc of the 
moſt high God. 

2dly, 


[3] 
2dly, We have an account given - 
us of the excellency and pre-emt- 
nence of this houſe above other 
Houſes The houſe that is builded for 
the Lord muſt be exceeding magnifi- 
cal; ie. it muſt be magnrficent to 
the height : and then laftly 

3dly, We have the reaſon or end 
of | this Magnificence afligned 3. it 
muſt be for a name, renown, and 
glory throughout all Lands: through- 
out the whole habnable World. 
That thereby the name of God, and 
the fame of his excellent Greatneſs 
might be extended to the ends of 
the Farth. 

The greateſt works of men ſhould 
be deligned to the higheſt honour 
of God. Man cannotexceed in mag- 
mificence, in thoſe things that cend 
ro the honour of the Divine Majcſy. 
Man ſhould not ſatisfy hinſfelt in 
bringing a ſmall tribute of praiſc 
to his Maker: Bur he ſhould endea- 
vour to lift ap his glory <o the Hea- 

B 2 Vcns. 
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vens, and to extend his honour to 
the ends of the Earth. 

But the one thing, which, upon 
this our firſt meeting in this place, 
afrer the great coſt you have been 
at, for the repairing, beautifying and 
adorning this houfe, (which is ſet a- 
part for the honour of God Almigh- 
ty's Name} | ſhall now endeavour in 
2 ſhort diſcourſe to demonſtrate a # 
this, that 1t 1s a proper act of natu- 
ral and rational Religion to have a 
houſe, a ſtatcly and magnificent houſe, 
to the honour and glory of God, 
which will lcad me in the cloſe of 
my diſcourſe, to take notice of, and 
commend your piety and ze al, which 
has rendercd this place, we now 
once more are atſembled in, ſuch a 
QNC. 

Religion 1s the holy Worſhip of 
God. God is a Spirit, and ( as our 
bleſſed Saviour told the woman of 

Job-4. 23 Samaria) is to be worſbipped in ſpirit 
and in truth. And this worſhip 1s 
ac- 


EE 


acceptable to him, as well in a Clay 
Cottave, as in a Marble Palace. 


Three Wiſe men or Kings, (as ſome 1,, . 


will have them) we read worſhipp'd 
Chriit in a Stable; and ſure it was 
no. leſs acceptable than if they had 
dcne it in a Glittering Court Nay, 
give me [cave to ſay, that it was a 
highcr Act of Religion in them to 
adore Chriſt in a Stable, Iying in a 


Manger, than it. would have bcen 


to have done ſo, had they found 
him in a Royal Palace, fitting in 
Princely State upon a Throne of 
Gold. Though when theſe Princely 
Sages of the Eaſt came to him, 
there was. no appearance of any hu- 
mance Grcatneſs in him; yea, rot- 
withſtanding the extraordinary mean. 
neſs of his Condition, they acknow- 
Iedg'd his Royalty and Divinity with 
humble Homage and Adoration : 
They Addreſs to him as a King, they 
Worſhip him as a God, 


Bur 
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But yet aſter all, I muſt fay, that 
though this Spirttual Worſhip be 
acceptable to God in every Place, 
as being indeed the very Soul of Re- 
ligion; it muſt not be without a Bo- 
dy. 1 mean it muſt demonſtrate it- 
ſelf ( when occaſion 1s offered ) by 
ſome viſible Acts to the Honour of 
God : and fo it is an eminent A& 
of Religion, to haye a Stately and 
Magnificent Houſe to the glory of 
his Name. 

God we all know is an Invifible 
Power, an Immenſe Being. The moſt 
High dwelleth not in Temples made 
with hands, ( as faith the Prophet ) 
Heaven is my Throne, and Faith my 
Foorfloel ; what Houſe will ye baild 
me, faith the Lord ? br what is the 
place of my Refl * Hath not my Hand 
m-de all thee things ? Yet to thys the 
Apolllc premiſes, Solomon built him a 
Heuſe, as y ou find AiTs 7. from werſe 
471h to the goth. And our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſufhcicntly vindicated the 


Ho- 
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Honour of his Fathers Houſe, by 
ſcourging the Buyers and Sellers out 
of the Courts of the Temple, Marr. 
21.12, 13. 

To have a Stately, Beautiful, and 
well adorned Houſe to the Honour 
of God, for a Renown and Glory 
amongſt men, is a proper Act of 
Religion : an Act of Religion, | ſay, 
not of Jewiſh, Pagamiſh, or Popiſh 
Superſtition ; but of Natural, Ratio- 
nal and Rcal Religion. Which is 
no leſs proper and agrecable to Chri- 
{tians under the Goſpel, than to ho. 
ly and gavd men under the Law. 

This I ſhall cndcavour to clear 
and prove, «t. By the Nature and 
Reaſon of the thing ; 2dly, By its 
agrecableneſs to the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of man; and 3dly, By the Ap- 
probation and Acccptance of God. 

Firſt, then, I ſay, to have a State- 
ly, Beautiful, and well adorned 
Houſe ( or Church, call it which 
you will) to the Honour of _ 

for. 


Is 
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ſor 2 Renown and Glory ' amongſt 
1cn, appears to be a proper Act of 
Retivion, by the Nature and Reaſon 
of the thing. What is Religion, bur 
the right W orſhip of the only truc 
God ? It is a giving him the Ho- 
nour duc to his great name, by an 
acknowledgment of his* infinite Ex- 
ecllencics. And this acknowledg- 
ment muſt be open and viſtble 
(as It Were} t9 the Eyes of the World, 
bv ſome C@ternal Teſtimonics and 
Actions. Thus in Levir. 10. 3. we 
rcad that the Lord ſpake, ſaying, 1 
will be ſanclified in them chat come 
nigh me, and before all the people | 
will be glonfied. Now this mult ei- 
ther be done by words, as in Prayers 
Or Praiſes; or by ſome certain acti- 
ons and geltures. 

And idccd by the felf-ſame Acti- 
ons by which we pi.y our Refpects, 
and give Honour to men, we muſt 
ecitific our acknowledgments of 'thce 
[vine Exccllencies to the Honour 

of 
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of God, as particularly by uncoyer- 
ing the Head, and bowing the 
Knice, 
Now how can a Subject be ſup- 
poſed more to honour his Prince and 
Soveraign, than by erecting a mag- 
nificent Pallace, or repairing and 
bcautifying a decaved ſtarcly ftruct- 
ure to his Honour 2 And thus may 
a man honour the great King of 
Kinss whole Subject he 1s, the moſt 
high God I mcan, by ather build- 
ing, beautitying, or repairing a Tem- 
ple, or Pallace, (as David calls it, 1 
Cron. 29, 1. when he ſays, th2 Pal- 
lace is not for man but for the Lord 
God) to the Glory and Honour of 
his great Name. By ſuch acts as 
theſe a man makes a vilible, and 
practical acknowledgment of the 
Majeſty, Greatncls, and Royal dign- 
ty of God. He that acknowledges 
che divine Excellencies in words, (fucn 
25 Praiſes arc) truly horiours God, ac- 
cording to that of the Plalnult , 
C Plat. 


[ 10 ] 
Pſal. $0. 23: Whoſo offereti praiſe, plo- 


rifieth me ; but he that doth fuch 
Works as theſe, by doing fo may 
be ſaid tro honour God» much more 
than the other, who only chants forth 
his Pratles. 

A ſtately, and well adorned Palace 
1s for the horiour of the King : ana a 
beauutul Temple, as that of 2 o/omons 
formcily was 1s for the honour of Al- 
mighty God: Praikes we know are but 
cheap acknowicdginents ; but hu. that 
rCPairs an old decay d IcmyletoLod, 
(fuch as we all know this lately was 
cannot be fad to honour tum with 
that winch colts him nothing The 
Pious man by his Praiſcs acknow- 
Icdges God to be a good God ; but 
he that docs this latter, acknowledges 
hin to be a great King. 

And thus I have ſhewed yoa how 
to havc a \tarcly, magnificent, and 
well adorned Houle, where to ſ{crve 
God, and to atund upon all the or- 
Uinances uf his W &iihip» 15 an uct of 

\LFUL- 
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natural, rational, and real Religion ; 
from the nature and reaſon of the 
thing, | proceed now then to prove 
it to be {o. 

2dly, By its agrecablencls to the 
Naturc and Reaſon of man. Now 
this plainly appears in that, mn all Na- 
Lens of the World, they who have 
apprchended an adorable Divinity, 
have buile a magnificent Temple to 
the honour of the God or Goddeſs 
wiom thev have adorcd; and from 
timc to time have adorned and beau- 
uticd ſuch Femples, thus buile with 
thc choiccit and richeit of their Trea- 
{Ures, 

Such was the Temple of Jupiter in ©14iEus 
a ccrtain City oft My/rza, the Pillars of 
which were four Cubits thick, and 
in eight fifty ; The whole was of 
poliſhed ſtone, and cach ftonc was 
joined to the other with no meaner 
4 ccnicnt than a line of Gold. But 
that which Queen Semiramis erccted 
to the ſame ſuppoſed God in Babilon, 

C2 Was 
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was far more ſumptuous and coſtly, 
and richly bcautificd and adorned with 
Gold and Silver. | he Temple of Di- 
ana was twenty ycars in building, and 
above one hundred and fifty in adorn- 
ing. The Tcmpic of Peace in Rome 
was built by YVeſpaſtar. three hundred 
Foot in length, and in breadth two 
hundred ; and all the rarictics of the 
golden Houſe of Nero , were bc- 
ftowed as Ornaments for this Tem- 
plc. 

Now, though: theſe Perſons, who 
buile ſuch ſtatcly Fabricks, and ſo 
richly adorncd them to the honour 
of their ſuppoled Divinitcs, groſsly 
erred 1n the object of thr Worthip; 
yct by this it 1s apparent that it is a- 
grecablc to the dictare of Nature, and 
conſonant to the realon of Man, to 
have a Magnificent and Beautiful 
Houſe or Temple to the Divinity we 
adore, as an expreſlion of that Hon- 
our which ws duc trom ts to God. 


It 


[ 13 ] 


lt 1s not conſiſtent with the high 
and honourable thoughts which men 
ought to have of God to be content 
to attend the folemnines of his Holy 
Service, in a mean and ſordid Houle. 
He 1s not worthy of the honourable 
Title of God Almighty's Servant, 
who hath leſs regard to that Houlc 
which 1s dedicarcd to his Service and 
Honour, than he hath to that of his 
own Dweiling and Abeodec ; and can 
willingly lay out his Wealth for 
the furniſhing - and adorning the Jac- 
cr, and be well fatishced, though the 
former lics 1n a dcfolatc and ruinous 
conaltion. 

The Nature of Man cannot in the 
moſt corrupted ſtate but be fo inge- 
nuous, as to Uitare this Truth ; 
that that Being, who gives the beſt, 
moſt ccrtamly docs deſerve the beſt. 
So that it God gives the beſt Blef- 
fings to us, he deſerves the belt rc- 
turns from us-- What matter 1s 1t 
if we offer our carthly T_—_ © 

lum 
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him, from whom we expc&t Grace 
here, and everlaſting Glory when 
we go hence ? 

It 1s true, God 1s not taken with 
any ſhming or beautzful Adorn- 
ments as mcn are; bur ycr it 1s very 
mect and fitting that by ſuch things 
as theſe we ſhould reftthc our high 
eteem of him and great Love to 
him. That man who hath a duc 
apprehenſion of the Greatneſs and 
Majcity of God,and of Ins mercy and 
goodneſs to man, will think no coſt 
00 great, or Ornament at any time 
00 rich, ſur that Houſe which 1s 
{ct apart for the Honour of his 
Name> 

That this 1s not a ſtrange or {creed 
Concepuon, bur the nataral thought 
and {entimcent of Mankind, 1s further 
apparent, 1n that the famous Tem- 
ple of Sc/omon formerly was built, 
according to the diEtares of Natural 
Reaſon in King David for it was in 
the mynd of that Prous Prince to do 
t11S, 
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this, before the will of God 
cerning It was declared and rmude 
known. For 1t 15 ſaid 1 Mings 8. 
17. that 1t was 7n the heart of David 
to build a Houſe for the name of the 
Lord Gar of Iſrael And yet if you 
urn to 2 Sam. 7. 7. You find that 77 
time paſt God never had ſpoke a word 
to any of the om of lſrael, ſaying, 
rhy buil ye ms not a Heuſe of Cedar 2 

So that is fit Contrivance of this 
was, the natural oduct of that ho- 
ly man's own Brealt, which renders 
the Action ag; cable to a man's na- 
cural reaſon and undecritanding, And 
ſeeing this was no act of Ceremont- 
al Service, it 15 equally agrecable to 
the times of the Goſpel And at- 
ter the Abolition of Legal Sacrifices, 
the Apoſtles made uſe of the Temple 
thus built for cvangelical ſervices ; 
for as we read, Acts 2. 45. They con- 
tinued daily with one accord in the 


Temple. 
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But as thns to cere&t or beautify 
a Houſe to the Honour of God 
wherein to perform the oRces 
and ſervices of Religious Worthip, 
appears to be agreeable to the nature 
and reaſon of man, fo 

>dly, It may be evidenced to be 
a proper act of Religion, by the ap- 
Probation and acceptance of God. 


” 


{us we read 1n 1 Kings 8. 18. that 
the Lord ſaid unto Dadid, Whereas it 
was in thy Fleart to build a Houſe un- 
to my Name, thou didft well that it was 
in thine heart ; and 1t you peruſe thc 
2 Sam 7. throughout ; you will find 
God by tis Prophet Nathan , ap- 
proving of David's Religious pur- 
roſe, and promiling great Bcncfirs 
and Blullings w his ſeed upon that 
i, ACCOUNt. And it is very memorable 
what Joſephus writes, that during the 
g 1c of the built ling of this Tem- 
le, (or the repairing it rathcr and 
eight ycars in doing) 1t never rained 
by day, but by ni he only, fo that 
hc 
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the Workmen were not Iett or hin- 
dered. God who commands the 
Clouds, by thus ordering and diſpo. 
ſing of the ſhowersof Heaven, approy- 
ing of the rc-edifying of his Houſc 
on Earth 

The Temple I grant indeed was 
typical of Chritt, and Prayers were 
dircefted towards 1t, and ſacrifices to 
be offered only atit, Bur the build- 
ing of it, 1 ſay, was a propcr act of 
Natural Religion,for 1t was as (word- 
ed m my Text) tor the honour of 
the moſt high God. 

| know Origen ſays, the Chriſtians 
have no Temples, and Arnobins, we. 
7. e. Chriſtians, do not Honour God 
by building of Temples to him, but 
yet | find rhe word Temple was uſed 
by ſome Chriftians in early days, for 
izs tells the Magneſt1ns, © All of 
* rou rmect together in one place; and 
* 80 as one man to the Temple of 
*God. It 1s true, that the generality 


of the Prininaye Chrithans did ſhun 
D the 
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the name of Temple, partly in re- 
ſpect of the typical uſe of the Tem- 
ple of Solomon, to which the moral 
ſervice was dirc&ted, and much of 
the Ceremonial was confined. And 
this upon the Account of the zyw 
or divine Preſence. But now God 
who 1s every where gracioutly pre- 
ſent in his Church, 1s every where 
acceptably worſhipp'd. 

Again, the primitive Chriſtians gc- 
ncrally ſhunn'd the name of the Tem- 
plc, partly too in oppolition to the 
Temples of the Heathens, in which 
they ſhut up and worſhipp'd their Di- 
vinitics ; whereas the Chriſtians ac: 
knowledged Gods immenlity, and de- 
clarcd Heaven it (clf could not con- 
tain him : According to that of Ads 
7. 48, 49. The moſt high dwelleth not 
in Temples made with hands, for Hea- 
ven is his throne, and earth is his foot- 


ſtool, 


But 
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But though for thcſe reaſons the 
Name of Temple was by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians generally avoided and 
ſhunned, they yer call'd their places 
tor publick Worſhip wands Church- 
cs, and the more ſtately ſtructures 
that were erccted for the honour of 
God and the Chriſtian Religion, 
Baorames ROval Palaces, acknowledg- 
ing by doing ſo, Gods Sovec- 
raign Majclty and Supreme Autho- 
rity , as King of the Church, which 
to do I hope you will allow to be 
a proper Act of Natural and Rati- 
onal Religion, and buth theſe they 
calld imicews, Houſes of God, as 
being dedicated to his immediate {cr 
vice and honour. 


The Houſe of John, Surnamcd rot. in 


Mark, being the place of our Savi- 
our's cating the laſt Paſſover, andin- 
ſtiruting his Holy Supper, the place 
where the Diſciples afterward atlem- 
bled. and Chriltt came to them. and 
where the jHoly Ghoſt deſcended ; 

1) 2 thus 


al 


pr em gt df a; +4 
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chisHouſe, I ſay ,was afterwards made 


a fair Fabrick, and a famous Church, 


as St. Hierom, and vencrable Bede, 
both tells us. 

Under the Emperor Severus the 
Chriſtians began to build Churches 
to God, but when Drocleſian came 
he beat them down, thinking at one 
and the ſame time to demoliſh 
Churcnecs, and to dcl{troy the Chriftt- 

.Tol*an Religion. Maximinus when he 
chriſt. p. aſcended the Throne gave leave that 
*+#* the demolih'd Churches might be 
rebuilt. Upon this the Chriltnns 
preſently were overjoy d, and quick- 
ly raisd them to an incredible 

Height, and an incomparable Bcau- 

ty. 

Lucian calls the Chriſtian Church 


of ,evabegper diver, the Golden-roofed Houle. 


This we mult fay was more toc Or- 
nament than Service : for the honour 
of God, rather than the necctiary 
uſc of Men. 

The 
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The Temple, and every Baſilica, 
or ſtately Chriſtian Church is, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, a Type of that Hea- 
ven where the Holy Angels inceſſantly 
attend the moſt high God inGlory; for 
herein 1s God adored, fo far as mans 
mcanneſs can attain, 1n a way agrec- 
able to his Greatneſs and Majclty. 
Thus St. Chryſoftom chiding his pco- 
ple of Antioch, for walking and talk- 
ing in the Church, ſays, the Church 
oft God is not a Shop of Merchan- 
dize, but the place of Angels and 
Arch-Angcls, the Court of God, and 
an Image of Heaven ; and St. Grego- 
ry calls the Church #3; #314.6, Hcea- 
ven on Earth. 

And thus have I cndeavour'd, ac- 
cording to my promuſe, to clear it 
to you, that 1t 1s a proper act of 
Natural and Rational Religion to 
have a Houſe, a ſtatcly, magnificent, 
and well adorned Houſe, or Church, 
to the Honour and Glory of God. 


And now, my Brethren, inſtead of 
J C- 
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recommending your Duty to your 
Practice, in the cloſe of my diſcourſe. 
{ cannot bur applaud you for having 
done 1t. 

How can I chooſe but commend 
your Picty and Zeal for the Honour 
of the Lord our God, evidenced in 
the Reparation of this (larcly ruin- 
ous) Houſe, wherein we now are ? 
and the Reduton of 1t (at your 
great coſt and charge) to a due de- 


 cency and fitneſs for the uſc for 


which it 1s appointed, I mean the 
ſolemn Worſhip and Service of Al- 
mighty God ? This 1s a work I be- 
lieve you are all ſatisfied was neceſla- 
ry to be done, and now 1t 1s done, 
I muſt tell you 1s honourable and ac- 
ccptablc to God. 

1he ſolemrity of Gods Scrvice, 
and the Publick excrciſc of Religion, 
is certainly the moſt necctlary and 
honourable Work in thc whole 
World. It js fo eſteemed by all 
Nations, as well Heathens , who 
WOr- 


[ 23 ] 
worſhip falſe Gods, as Chriſtians that 
adore the true. 

The folemn acts of Religion arc 
deligned to a twofold end, which 
renders the publick Worſhip of God) 
of fuch naighty concern to all men, 
and fo verv neceflary, that nothing 
in the world can be more fo, or of 
greatcr concern to any man, Now. 
theſe are the Honour and Glorv of 
God, and the Salvation of the Souls 
of men, This 1s the great cnd of 
mans Lite and Being, and beter 1in- 
deed a man had never ſeen the Light 
or had a Bcing- in the World, than 
that neglecting the means of rhe Sal- 
vation ot his Soul, he ſhould dyc in 
his Sins,” and lye in che tormenting 
Flames bclow tor ever. 

Now there 1s ſo neceſlary a con- 
ncEtion of. theſe two, that the one 
cannot poſſibly be ſepararcd from the 
othcr. No man that docs nor give 
to God the Glory that is duc to his 
Name 
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Name in the Duties of his Holy wor- 
ſhip, can ſecure the Salvation of his 
own Soul : For Gods glory 1s the 
great end of Mans Salvation, and 
therefore that man that gives not 
Glory to God, muſt himſelf expet 
no intereſt in his ſaving Mercy. God 
ſhould fſecm acceſſary to his own 
diſhonour {which 1s not imaginable) 
if he ſhould bring that man to a 
State of Honour and Happineſs in 
Heaven, who refuſes to give to him 
the Glory due to his Name, whilſt he 
is here on Earth. 

Bur now, that man that gives glo- 
ry to God, by an humble attendance 
on the Ordinance of his ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip and Service, uſes the moſt pro- 
per mcans to ſecure the Salvation of 
his Soul ; and if lis Life carry not a 
contradiction to his Religion» he ſhall 
certainly be ſaved. For he that gives 
honour to God in the duries of his 
Worſhip, and grvcsnor a lyc to him- 
{lf in his Life and Conycrſation, is 
In 
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in the right and dirc& way to Hea- 
ven and Everlaſting Happineſs. 

Now if it be thus neccſlary to giyc 
Glory to God, and to take carc of 
the Salvation of our Souls, by a due 
and reverent attendance upon God 
in Dutics of his publick and folewn 
Worſhip and Service, then it muſt 
necds be neceſſary that there be ſome 
place where we may conveniently 
meet for this end and purpolc. 

Now this 1s the place appointed 
for this purpoſe» this is the Houſe 
built for this end ; but how unfit not 
long ſince it was for the Holy Wor- 
ſhip of Alnughty God, your ſclycs 
well know. But now, { to your ho- 
nour and praiſe be it ſpoken) 1t 15 re- 
duccd to a due decency tor fo facred 
and ſolemn a Scrvice, far ſo Divine 
and Glorious a Pretence as that of 
God 1s. 

This is done like: your ſelves: who 
I will ſay always .ippcarcd perſons of 
brave and gencrous Spins, WO 
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the Cauſe of God or Religion gave: 
you an opportunity of ſhewing your 
fclves. By this a&t of yours you 
have ſhew'd your fellow-Citizens 
how high a Regard you have for 
that great Majeſty, that glorious 
God; whom we adore. 

This is a Work which tends to the 
glory of God, the honour of Reli- 
gion and the ſpecial Renown of this 
Pariſh, But then, my honoured and 
well beloved Brethren, let me, as 
your Miniſter, make one humble 
Requeſt to you, which is this : that 
you would let this great Work of 
Picty be accompany 'd with the A&ti 
ons of a good Life, and the cxcrciſc 
of the Graces of Chriſtianity. 

F would; indeed: haye every Chri- 
ſtan Church well adorned with beau- 
tiful Pi&tures. Be not amazed, for 
the Pictures I mean are Pious Chrt- 
ſtians, the lively Pictures of God and 
Chriſt on Earth. Nothing can be 


more unagreeable than the _— 
of 
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of the Devil in the Temple of God, 
and yet ſuch I will ſay, iscyery wick- 
ed man ;z an Abomination in the Holy 
Place whenever he appears there. 

To conclude then, be we holy: in 
Heart and Life , and we ſhall be 
companions of Angels, have . Com- 
munion with God and Chriſt inthis 
Holy Ordinances ; and: hereafter be 
admittedyinto the Temple of Chry: 
there to celebrate the Praiſes of our 
God to Etcrnity. 


To him be Glory, Might, Mejefty, Do- 
minion , and Praiſe, both now affil' 
ever, Amen 
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